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CATHERINE GRACE GURTEEN                              

‘ONE WHO FELT A PART OF HAVERHILL’ 
 
 

Catherine Grace Gurteen (known as Grace) was the great, great 
grand daughter of the Daniel Gurteen who established Gurteen & 
Sons,the first organised body of weavers in Haverhill. She was born 
on 7th December 1901, the daughter of Daniel Maynard Gurteen 
and his wife, Catherine nee Boardman who was the daughter of 
Haverhill Auctioneer. Grace was the elder sister of three brothers, 
Daniel Robert (1903 – 1929), Harold Boardman (1905) and Frank 
Maynard (1908 – 1965). An elder brother Daniel Willam who had 
been born in 1900 had died shortlybefore Grace was born. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grace grew up in The Mount, a 
house which stood in large 
grounds where today new houses 
and the Addis factory stand. This 
was a substantial house previously 
owned by the Brewer William 
Wakeling Boreham.  As was 
befitting a family of their status, 
they employed servants. The 
Census of 1911 shows that at that 
time they had a cook, a domestic 
servant and two nurses living in 
the house with the family. 
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Grace was educated at a small local school after which she and a cousin were taught by a 
Governess for three years. Following this Grace attended a Quaker school in Crowborough in 
Sussex  before going on to study for one year at a domestic college in Gloucester. The teaching 
and philosophy of the Quakers was to have an effect in later life for she became a confirmed 
pacifist.  
 
Tragedy struck the family on 22nd June 1922 when Grace’s brother, Daniel Robert, was killed 
aged 26, in a motor cycle accident just outside the town. 
 
In the 1930s her father bought her The Weavers, a medieval 
hall house which was next to The Weavers Public House. 
Grace had an extension built on the back with a kitchen 
downstairs and a bathroom and bedroom upstairs. After her 
father died in 1952, Grace moved there with her mother.  
 
Grace was connected with welfare work all her life. Before the Second World War she used to 
attend village meetings of various organisations giving talks on home life and Tudor music. 
During the war she stayed in Haverhill to help with Church work and the evacuees. 
 
Her Sunday School work was particuly important to her and she was the first woman president 
of the Haverhill District Sunday School Union which her great grandfather Daniel Gurteen had 
started. She was a Sunday School teacher at the Haverhill Congregational Church from 1919 
and the Church Secretary for about fifteen years. 
 
Grace was a very active member of 
the Liberal Party holding the 
positions of Vice President of the 
Bury St Edmunds Divisional Liberal 
Party and the Chairman of the 
Haverhill Women’s Liberal 
Association for some years. 
 
A member of every Choral Society 
to have been organised in the town 
she was also the first chairman of 
the Youth Centre. 
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During the war she was 
Captain of the Haverhill 
Guides (photo left 1945) 
and was later the 
Chairman of the Local 
Guides Association, 
having the Guides and 
Scouts Headquarters in 
her grounds behind the 
Weavers. She was to gift 
these organisations the 
land that they still use in 
Colne Valley Road today.  

 
 
 
Photo right of Girl Guides and Leaders 
with Grace in the garden of The 
Weavers. (1967) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 One of her greatest loves was gardening. Growing up 
in the Mount which had large and beautiful gardens 
she was given many helpful tips by her father’s 
gardener and won prizes at the local shows competing 
against a number of successful growers. She obviously 
became interested at an early age as the photo left 
shows her with the gardener, Fred Ford, and his son, 
helping them to mow the lawn with a push me pull 
me mower. 
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Grace became the  President of the Haverhill & District Local History Group.  
 
 
She allowed Patrick Crouch (seen with Grace in 
this photo left) to use many of her photos in two 
booklets, ‘A glimpse into Victorian Haverhill’ and ‘A 
glimpse into Edwardian Haverhill’. Both of these 
publications are still available to purchase in the 
Local History Room.  
 
Grace’s teddy Jasper, her lifelong friend, poses on 
the piano.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grace died on 6th September, 1992 in Cleves House Nursing 
Home which was close to The Weavers in Hamlet Road. She 
was buried with her teddy, Jasper, in the family plot Haverhill 
Cemetery. 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research by Pauline Inceman 
Source: Article from Historian Magazine (Patrick Crouch, Local History Group) 
Photos from the Grace Gurteen Collection (Local History Group) 


